
 

Motion: University of Bristol UCU and the NSS Boycott 
 
This Branch Notes: 
 

● UCU and the National Union of Students (NUS) are sister organisations committed to 
promoting the interests of students and staff.  

 
● Bristol Students Union (SU) is asking students not to complete the National Student 

Survey (NSS) as part of the NUS’s campaign to boycott the NSS. 
 

● The aim of the NSS boycott campaign is to stop the TEF and secure its withdrawal as an 
instrument. 

 
● Both UCU and the NUS oppose the TEF. 

 
● Bristol SU has given Bristol UCU strong support in its struggle for fair pay and job 

security for staff. 
 

● The Royal Statistical Association has noted that there is no ‘statistical association’ 
between ‘student satisfaction as measured by the National Student Survey (NSS)’ and 
‘Teaching Quality’. A recent Times Higher  story highlighted that a University of Reading 
study found ‘[s]tudents who are taught by black or ethnic minority academics are less 
likely to rate their courses positively in the National Student Survey...the ethnicity of 
lecturers was one of the most significant influencers on the overall satisfaction of UK 
undergraduates’.  

 
This Branch Believes: 
 

● The TEF’s crude metrics are not appropriate proxies for teaching quality. The TEF’s 
primary purpose is to reinforce a specious HE market. There is no essential connection 
between the stated aim of the TEF – rewarding excellent teaching – and excellent 
teaching.  

 
● The TEF does not command popular support at the University of Bristol and throughout 

HE. 
 

● Given the current parliamentary opposition to the Higher Education Bill, this is an good 
opportunity for students and staff to oppose the government’s HE reforms. 

 
● Support on the part of Bristol UCU members and staff for the NSS boycott would be 

giving SU representatives and students a platform to promote the campaign (lecture 
shout-outs, displaying and promoting NSS boycott materials, informing students of 
UCU’s national and local position).  



 

 
● UCU members should not interfere with or impede the ability of students who wish to fill 

in the NSS.  
 
This Branch Resolves: 
 

● To support Bristol SU in their boycotting of the NSS.  
 

● To encourage Bristol UCU member to support the boycott so long as they fulfill their 
contractual duties. 

 
 
Proposed: Jamie Melrose 
 
Seconded: John McTague 

 
 
 


